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POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL EVENTS 
AND THOUGHTS IN URDU POETRY 
BEFORE 1707 A. D. 
Abu al-Khayr Kashfi 
Although Urdu became the popular medium of poetic and literary expression in northern 
India after 1707, yet before that date we can see the reflection of political, historical and 
cultural events in the mirror of Urdu poetry; particularly in Daccani poetry, (Urdu 
language developed in the sovereign states of the South, especially Goalkunda and Bijapur, 
is called Daccani.) 
Kabir's poetry (15th century) IS an evidence of Islam's impact on Indian culture and 
thought. His protest against the caste system, his belief in man's equality and his faith in 
oneness of God are the products of Islamic influence. Other important poets of the North 
are Qutban and Afzal. 
Historically it is not true to say that Nationalism is a polical theory or Ism born in 
Europe during the 18th and 19th centuries. It can be traced back in the poetry of the 
Persian poet Firdausi; and its salient features are very prominent in Daccani Urdu poetry 
of the period before 1707 A. D. 
Daccani Urdu played an important role in developing this nationalism. On one hand 
Daccan's armies were fighting against the Moghal army, and on the other hand her poets 
were singing the songs of Daccan's separate identity, 
Apart from language and geography, religion also was a factor in the formation and 
development of this nationalism. The Daccan monarchs were Shia Muslims while the 
Moghal emperor was Sunni Muslim. However, in the case of a conflict between nationalism 
and religion, the former emerges as a stronger force. 
In the present study the Daccani poetry has been analysed from this angle. The cultural 
aspects, festivals, celebrations and religious ideas of the period, as recorded by the Daccani 
poets, have also been presented. 
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